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Report on the Self-Testing Experiments 


A year ago, in May, 1950, the Para- 
PSYCHOLOGY BULLETIN contained a report 
of the experiments carried out up to that 
time with members of the Self-Testing 
Club. More experiments have followed, 
and the present report brings the account 
up to date. 

The Self-Testing Club (S.T.C.) is 
made up at present of about a hundred 
persons scattered about the country who 
have indicated a desire to take part in 
ESP experiments. Miss Elizabeth Mc- 
Mahan of the Parapsychology Laboratory 
is director of the Club. Six S.T.C. ex- 
periments have been completed since the 
Club was started in 1948, the first three 
experiments having been described in the 
previous BULLETIN report. In general, 
the S.T.C. tests have involved a procedure 
in which Miss McMahan has set up target 
decks of ESP cards in the Parapsychology 
Laboratory, and the S.T.C. members have 
sent in their impressions of the order of 
each deck. Prior to each S.T.C. project, 
special instructions and record sheets to 
be used in the tests have been mailed to 
the members. 

Several of the experiments have in- 
cluded tests of precognition in which the 
subjects have “guessed” the order of sym- 
bols that were not to be determined until 
some specified future date. For example, 
in STC No. 3, which was carried out in 
the early part of 1950, each target deck 
was made up of 20 ESP cards represent- 
ing clairvoyance trials, and five blank 
cards representing one-year precognition 
trials. These 25 cards were shuffled to- 
gether in the deck and the subjects wrote 
down their impressions for all 25 cards. 
In the case of the blank cards they were 
predicting the symbols to be placed in 
those trial positions one year later. The 


general results for the 20 clairvoyance 
trials per run were given in the earlier 
BULLETIN report, but at that time the 
five precognition trials per run had not 
yet been checked. A total of 2,340 runs 
were sent in by 30 subjects. Of this 
total, 1,872 were clairvoyance runs and 
468 were for one-year precognition. The 
clairvoyance data, as reported previously, 
gave a negative deviation; that is, there 
were 227 hits fewer than the number 
expected on a chance basis. This result 


is statistically significant and indicates 
that the subjects were tending to avoid 
calling the correct symbols. On the other 
hand, the precognition trials, checked one 


year later, yielded a positive deviation. 
The subjects made 44 hits more than the 
number expected, but this result is not 
statistically significant. 

The fourth S.T.C. project, begun in 
April, 1950, was planned to test the sub- 
jects’ ability to score in the direction re- 
quested ; that is, to see if they could make 
high scores on target decks designated 
“plus” decks and make low scores on tar- 
get decks designated “minus” decks. In 
addition, five one-year precognition trials 
were embedded within the 20 clairvoyance 
trials for every run, as in STC No. 3. 
Two target decks per day were set up for 
12 days, one deck labelled “plus,” the 
other “minus.” Fifty-nine subjects sent 
in data amounting to 1,151 runs. 

When the data are separated into clair- 
voyance and precognition trials, the find- 
ings are similar to those of STC No. 3. 
The clairvoyance data (920 runs) give a 
negative deviation (—42), and the one- 
year precognition data (231 runs) give a 
positive deviation (+41). 

For the clairvoyance trials the 460 
“plus” runs gave a deviation of +15. 


The 460 “minus” runs gave one of —57. 
These results, while not statistically sig- 
nificant, are in the right direction. 

The precognition results, however, were 
not as closely in line with the subjects’ 
intentions. In this case the 115.8 “plus” 
runs did yield more than the chance num- 
ber of hits to be expected (a deviation 
of +14), but the 115.2 “minus” runs gave 
an even greater positive deviation (+27). 
The total “plus” and “minus” data for 
both kinds of trials showed that the 
575.8 “plus” runs gave 59 more hits than 
the 575.2 “minus” runs, but the differ- 
ence is not large enough to be significant. 

The next S.T.C. project, No. 5, was 
carried out with 52 subjects in November, 
1950. Again the technique of embedding 
precognition trials within clairvoyance 
trials was employed, but this time the 
precognition was for one month rather 
than one yeur, and instead of embedding 
five such trials in each run, ten were in- 
serted. The experiment consisted of four 
ESP runs per day for six days, each 
run being made up by shuffling together 
cards representing 15 clairvoyance and 10 
one-month precognition trials. An extra 
feature, of which the subjects were un- 
aware, was the experimenter’s practice 
of trying mentally to “force” the sub- 
jects to score high on two of each day’s 
runs and low on the other two. She was 
unsuccessful in this attempt, however, for 
the “minus” runs gave slightly better re- 
sults than did the “plus” runs. For the 
clairvoyance trials there were a total of 
7,698 runs with 53 hits more than ex- 
pectation; for the 513.2 one-month pre- 
cognition runs there were 54 hits fewer 
than expectation. 

The latest S.T.C. experiment to be car- 
ried out up to the present time is STC 
No. 6. This experiment involved no 
precognition. Its chief purpose was to 
test the validity of the subjects’ feelings 
of conviction about the correctness of 
every call they made. Two target decks 
were set up in the Laboratory on each of 
six test days beginning on March 12, 
1951. The record sheets used by the sub- 
jects for recording their impressions had 
space for recording two ESP runs. The 


run column was divided vertically into 
two sections. The left-hand section was 
labelled “\/” to indicate that on this side 
were to be written the ESP symbols about 
which the subject had a feeling of con- 
viction. The right-hand section of the 
column was labelled “?” and on this side 
were recorded the symbols about which 
the subject felt unsure. Sixty-one sub- 
jects sent in a total of 561.96 runs with a 
deviation from mean chance expectation 
of —10.8. The 100.16 “conviction” runs 
gave a deviation of +.2, while the 461.8 
“uncertain” runs gave one of —11. Again 
the figures are in the right general direc- 
tion, though they are much too small to 
be statistically significant. 

Although the over-all results in these 
tests were not high, analyses for score 
distribution indicated that they are in gen- 
eral accord with past findings which show 
that the outstanding scoring in ESP tests 
tends to occur at the beginning of a test 
sequence. Further S.T.C. experiments 
are planned, and anyone who would like 
to become an S.T.C. member may send in 
his name to Elizabeth McMahan, Box 
6847, College Station, Durham, North 
Carolina, or to the BULLETIN. 


General News 


Dr. S. G. Soal of Queen Mary College, 
University of London, who came to this 
country on an award from the Fulbright 
Commission, has completed a period of 
collaborative research at the Parapsy- 
chology Laboratory at Duke University. 
His research was devoted to a study of 
position effects in the data of his subject, 
Mrs. Stewart. During his two months’ 
visit, Dr. Soal gave a series of lectures 
on parapsychology under the following 
auspices: the Society of the Sigma Xi, 
University of Pittsburgh ; the Psychologi- 
cal Seminar, College of the City of New 
York; American Society for Psychical 
Research, New York; Yale University; 
All-University Psychology Club, Boston 
University; the Society for Parapsychol- 
ogy, Washington, D. C.; the Duke Society 
for Parapsychology, Duke University; 
and the Department of Mathematical 
Statistics, University of North Carolina. 


An active and prolific center of research 
activity in parapsychology has developed 
in South Africa at the University of 
Rhodes. Mr. M. C. Marsh, Lecturer in 
Psychology at the University, has not 
only introduced a series of lectures on 
parapsychology into his regular psychol- 
ogy course, but has also completed the 
testing phase of a large experimental 
project in parapsychology. Mr. Marsh’s 
experiment, planned along the lines of 
Carington’s work with drawings as 
test material, involved the enormous task 
of collecting a total of 17,440 drawings, 
together with data from a battery of 
personality tests and assorted personal 
information from each of 371 subjects. 
The research is the basis of a_ thesis 
which is to be offered as part of the 
required work for an advanced degree in 
psychology. 


The Progressive League, an English 
organization directed toward social and 
economic reconstruction, is continuing its 
yearly conference on psychical research. 
The third conference, held at Middleton- 
on-Sea, England, February 23-25, was de- 
voted to the general subject: “Psychical 
Research—The Present Position.” The 
four main speakers and their topics were 
as follows: Mr. G. N. M. Tyrrell: “The 
Validity of Paranormal Evidence”; Dr. 
John Bates: “A Rational Approach to the 
‘Spirit World’”; Dr. L. J. Bendit: “The 
Psychic Factor in Medical Psychology” ; 
and Mrs. L. J. Bendit (Phoebe Payne) : 
“The Nature of the Psychic Faculty.” 


It has just come to our attention that 
the Hodgson Fund for parapsychological 
research at Harvard University made a 
grant in 1938 for an investigation of the 
homing behavior of a bird known as 
Leach’s petrel. The grant was made for 
research carried out by Dr. Donald R. 
Griffin under the direction of Dr. Karl S. 
Lashley. The use of the Hodgson Fund 
for this purpose seems to indicate that 
the recipient of the grant, as well as the 
committee in charge of the fund, con- 
sidered it possible that the explanation 


of direction-finding abilities in animals 
lies within the scope of parapsychology. 


Dr. S. G. Soal has recently been re- 
elected to serve a second term as Presi- 
dent of the English Society for Psychical 
Research. 


Two new societies for psychical re- 
search were formed among college stu- 
dents during the year, one at Duke Uni- 
versity and one at the University of 
Texas, 


The Countess Wassilko, General Secre- 
tary of the Austrian S.P.R. reports that 
the Austrian Society has become one of 
the scientific societies in the Notring der 
Wissenschaftlichen Verbande O6ester- 
reichs, an institution which procures 
financial assistance for the member or- 
ganizations. 


Books and Magazines 

Dr. Oliver L. Reiser, Professor of 
Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh, has 
sometimes woven the findings of para- 
psychology into the fabric of his books 
in the past. In his latest book, Nature, 
Man, and God, subtitled A Synthesis of 
Pantheism Scientific Humanism 
(University of Pittsburgh Press) there is 
a section called “Radio-Mutations and 
Man” in which Dr. Reiser introduces the 
principle of psychokinesis in speculating 
upon the biological development of man. 


Religion and the New Psychology by 
Alson J. Smith (Doubleday) traces the 
developments of parapsychology and pre- 
sents the recent laboratory findings from 
the point of view of their bearings on 
some of the major problems of religion, 
chiefly the question of a nonmaterial or 
spiritual aspect of personality. 


Trevenen (Felsburg) is a competent, 
readable compilation of the notes on some 
mediumistic studies made by the late Dr. 
Frederick Edwards, formerly Dean of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in Detroit and at one 
time president of the A.S.P.R. The book 
is edited by his step-daughter, Elizabeth 
Satterthwait, and has a brief introductory 
letter by J. B. Rhine. 
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Three of the recent issues of Tomorrow 
magazine have contained articles that are 
concerned to some extent with parapsy- 
chology. In the February number there 
is Mr. G. N. M. Tyrrell’s article, “Science 
Beyond the Senses,” a theoretical discus- 
sion of our sensory and intellectual limi- 
tations in knowing the world, and the bear- 
ing these limitations have on the resist- 
ance to the findings in parapsychology. 
The March number carried an article by 
J. B. Rhine, “What Can Science Do 
About Psychic Experiences?” a revision 
of a broadcast given by the author over 
the BBC’s Third Programme. In an 
article entitled “Science and a Free So- 
ciety” in the April number, J. H. Rush 
differs with the view offered by Dr. 
Rhine (in “Western Science and Com- 
munism,” Tomorrow, Oct., 1950) with 
regard to the social significance of modern 
science and of parapsychology in par- 
ticular. 


Warner Allen, in his book, The Uncur- 
tained Throne (Faber and Faber) ap- 
proaches: the problem of mystical ex- 
perience by way of the findings of para- 
psychology. The first chapter of his book 
presents a good review of the experi- 
mental achievements in this field. 


Dr. Jan Ehrenwald has published two 
more articles linking psychoanalysis with 
the field of parapsychology. These are: 
“Presumptively Telepathic Incidents Dur- 
ing Analysis,” The Psychiatric Quarter- 
ly, October, 1950, and “Precognition in 
Dreams?” The Psychoanalytic Review, 
January, 1951. These articles discuss 
examples of apparent telepathy and pre- 
cognition taken from the case material 
of patients undergoing psychoanalytic 
treatment. 


Two works of fiction which have ap- 
peared in recent months draw upon the 
psi research for their material. One is 
The Explorations of George Burton 
(Simon and Schuster) whose author, 
John F. Wharton, has taken time from his 


professional work as a lawyer to become 
a student of the mental sciences——-normal, 
abnormal, and parapsychological. He 
uses the device of fiction to try to solve 
some of the predicaments facing the in- 
telligent but confused individual of 
today. 

So White Your Hands (Exposition 
Press ), a novel by Erwin L. Gienke, gives 
ESP a hypothetical place in controlling 
human relationships. 


Second Sight in Daily Life by W. H. 
W. Sabine (Coward McCann, publisher ) 
is a collection of personal experiences of 
ESP drawn almost entirely from the 
author’s own diary. The book is devoted 
for the most part to a consideration of 
precognition, which is held to be a “prior 
intimation of later sense perception.” 


Parapsychologische Verschijnselen En 
Beschouwingen by W. H. C. Tenhaeff 
(Utrecht, 1949) discusses some of the 
phenomena of parapsychology (psychom- 
etry, stigmata, etc.) in relation to the 
performances of several reputedly gifted 
European subjects. 


Dr. D. P. Wilson, Professor of Psy- 
chology at Los Angeles State College, 
has recently published a popular book, 
My Six Convicts (Rinehart), in which 
there is a chapter concerning the un- 
usual powers of a prisoner in Leaven- 
worth. The prisoner, called Hadad, was 
descended from East Indian and African 
stock. The author claims to have ob- 
served in Hadad a remarkable ability 
which enabled him to retain consciousness 
and memory during lengthy catatonic and 
cataleptic trances; to control, apparently 
by hypnosis, the epileptic seizures of de- 
teriorated patients who were considered 
hopeless cases; and to produce at will on 
his body the effects of dermagraphia 
(skin-writing ). If such occurrences can 
be established under adequately controlled 
conditions, they raise questions that are 
related to parapsychological findings—if, 
indeed, psi capacities are not directly in- 
volved. 


The PararsycHoLocy Butvetin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may cubseribe for $1 a year by applying to the editor. - 
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